
COCKS, Oliver Charles William 

 

Wireman 2nd Class: Royal Navy H.M.S. "Indefatigable."  

Age: 20 Date of Death: 31/05/1916  

Service No: M/13652  

Additional information: Son of Charles William and M. Cocks, of 14, Sandringham Rd., Golder's Green, 

London. Place of Birth: Tollesbury, Essex 22 April 

1896 . 

HMS Indefatigable was commissioned in February 

1911 and joined the 1st Cruiser squadron (renamed 

in 1913 as the 1st Battle Cruiser Squadron). 

In December 1913 the Indefatigable was posted to 

the Mediterranean. At the start of the Precautionary 

Period before Britain officially declared war on 

Germany, the Indefatigable was at Alexandria, with 

the Mediterranean fleet under Admiral Sir Berkeley 

Milne (flagship HMS Inflexible). This was a 

confused period. It was possible that Britain would 

soon be at war with Germany, the Austro-

Hungarian Empire and Italy. This would have 

placed the Mediterranean fleet in a very dangerous 

position, but it soon became clear that Italy was likely to remain neutral. Not only did this remove the Italian 

fleet as a threat, it also made it much easier to keep the Austro-Hungarian fleet pinned in the Adriatic. 

Milne’s main problem now became the German battlecruiser Goeben, known to be at large in the Adriatic. This 

was a powerful ship whose destination was unknown. The two most worrying possibilities were that she would 

either attack the French troop convoys crossing from Algeria to southern France, or that she would break out of 

the Mediterranean to attack British shipping in the Atlantic. Milne was ordered to take up a position at Malta, 

while the two battlecruisers were assigned to reinforce Admiral Troubridge’s 1st Cruiser Squadron and ordered 

to watch the southern entrance of the Adriatic. 

A confused period now followed. On 3 August Troubridge was ordered to turn west and sail along the southern 

coast of Sicily. Later on the same day the Indefatigable and the Indomitable were detached from Admiral 

Troubridge’s squadron, and ordered to rejoin Milne, north east of Malta. Finally, at 8.30pm the Admiralty 

ordered them to head for the straits of Gibraltar at maximum speed to make sure the Goeben couldn’t escape 

into the Atlantic. 

From the Adriatic the Goeben, with the light cruiser Breslau, had sailed west with orders to bombard France’s 

Algerian ports. After a fairly ineffective bombardment, they then turned east, and early on 4 August ran straight 

into the British battlecruisers. War had not yet been declared, and so the four ships carefully circled each other, 

before the Germans headed east at high speed. The Indefatigable and the Indomitable attempted to keep up, but 

the two British ships were overdue a refit, and were unable to reach their maximum speed, while the Goeben’s 

engines had recently been overhauled, and she made more than her expected top speed. She then put into 

Messina, eluding the British ships, who had ordered not to approach within six miles of the Italian coast. 

At 1.15am on 5 August Admiral Milne was informed that war had been declared. His first duty was to protect 

the French troop convoys, and so the Indefatigable was pulled back to patrol a line between Sardinia and the 



African coast. The Goeben and the Breslau were able to escape to Turkey. At first this was seen as a British 

victory, with the Germans seen as having been chased out of the Mediterranean, but the German ships were 

then transferred to Turkey, and it became clear that the Turks were close to entering the war on the German 

side  

On 20 August the Indomitable was ordered back to Malta. Admiral Troubridge transferred his flag to the 

Indefatigable and sailed to the Dardanelles, to begin the long blockade of the straits. On 3 November the 

Indefatigable took part in a 10 minute long range bombardment of the Turkish forts at the mouth of the 

Dardanelles, ordered in the vain hope that it might make the Turks realise the danger of entering the war. Once 

this failed, the Admiralty wanted to withdraw the British fleet from the Mediterranean, and leave it to the 

French, as agreed, but the French insisted that at least one British battlecruiser remained off the Dardanelles in 

case the Goeben made a sortie. The Indefatigable performed that duty until January 1915, when she was 

relieved by the Inflexible. She was then ordered to return to Britain, reaching Rosyth on 24 February 1915, 

after undergoing a brief dockyard refit at Malta. (1) 

After a refit at Malta she joined the Grand Fleet as part of the 2nds battle Cruiser Squadron 

and was sunk at Jutland by 11 inch shell fire from Van Der Tann. Official reports state she 

was hit by two shells in the X magazine causing her stagger out of formation sinking by the 

stern this was followed by another hit on the foredeck causing a much more larger explosion 

which destroyed her Only 2 members of the crew were saved. 

 

1914 -1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Grave Memorial Reference: 20. PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

 

 



After the First World War, an appropriate way had to be found of commemorating those members of the Royal 

Navy who had no known grave, the majority of deaths having occurred at sea where no permanent memorial 

could be provided. An Admiralty committee recommended that the three manning ports in Great Britain - 

Chatham, Plymouth and Portsmouth - should each have an identical memorial of unmistakable naval form, an 

obelisk, which would serve as a leading mark for shipping. The memorials were designed by Sir Robert 

Lorimer, who had already carried out a considerable amount of work for the Commission, with sculpture by 

Henry Poole. After the Second World War it was decided that the naval memorials should be extended to 

provide space for commemorating the naval dead without graves of that war, but since the three sites were 

dissimilar, a different architectural treatment was required for each. The architect for the Second World War 

extension at Portsmouth was Sir Edward Maufe (who also designed the Air Forces memorial at Runnymede) 

and the additional sculpture was by Charles Wheeler, William McMillan, and Esmond Burton. Portsmouth 

Naval Memorial commemorates 9,667 sailors of the First World War and 14,918 of the Second World War No. 

of Identified Casualties: 24586 references (1) http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_HMS_Indefatigable.html 
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